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SUB J : PRESS COVERAGE OF MINISTER OF INTERIOR VISIT TO ECUADOR RE 
TUNA 

REF: SAN JOSE 3030 

1 . SAN JOSE DAILY LA REPUBLICA OF JULY 18 REPORTED THAT AS A 
RESULT OF MININTERIOR ECHEVERRIA VISITO ECUADOR, GOCR AND GOE 
MAY ESTABLISH A COOPERATIVE PROGRAM TO EXPLOIT TUNA RESOURCE. 
STORY STATES THAT ECUADOR DOES NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT TUNA CATCH FOR 
ITS PROCESSING CAPACITY WHILE COSTA RICA HAS AN EXCESS CATCH 

AND WOULD RECEIVE BETTER PRICE FOR TUNA SOLD IN ECUADOR THAN IN 
OTHER COUNTRIES. REPORTEDLY FONMIN AND MINECON WILL ELABORATE 
PROPOSAL TO BE DISCUSSED WITH GOE. 

2. LA REPUBLICA ALSO REPORTED THAT GOE HAD OFFERED GRANTS FOR 
TRAINING GNAF PERSONNEL IN COASTAL PATROLLING AND THAT FIRST 
TRAINING GROUP WOULD DEPART FOR ECUADOR IN SEPTEMBER. IT ALSO 
REPORTED THAT GOE AND GOCR WILL NEGOTIATE MARITIME DEMARCATION 
AGREEMENT THAT WILL DEFINE JURISDICTIONAL WATERS BETWEEN 
COCOS ISLAND AND THE GALAPAGOS ISLAND. 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN JO 03078 2005 14Z 


3. LA REPUBLICA EDITORIAL OF JULY 19 WELCOMED "AGREEMENT WITH 
ECUADOR" STATING THAT IT IS IN COSTA RICA'S INTERESTS TO DRAW 
ON ECUADOREAN EXPERIENCE, ADVICE AND COOPERATION AS COSTA RICA 
BEGINS TO DEVELOP ITS FISHING INDUSTRY. EDITORIAL LOOKS FORWARD 
TO FORMATION OF A TUNA BLOC COMPOSED OF COSTA RICA, MEXICO, 
NICARAGUA. COLOMBIA AND ECUADOR. 
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4. COMMENT: MINECON ALTMANN INFORMED EMBOFF THAT GOE-GOCR 
CONVERSATIONS TREATED SUBJECT OF COOPERATION BETWEEN RESPECTIVE 
FISHERIES INDUSTRIES IN VERY GENERAL TERMS AND THAT HIS MINISTRY 
WOULD BE STUDYING POSSIBLE AREAS OF COOPERATION. 

WEISSMAN 
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